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abstract: A single Macaca fascicularis recently re¬ 
ceived from the Philippines was found to harbor Ber- 
tiella studeri. To eliminate the infection, the monkey 
was treated with praziquantel in a single oral dose at 
5 mg/kg of body weight. Two strobilae but no scolices 
were found in the feces following treatment. Bertiella 
studeri were not present at necropsy 1 mo after treat¬ 
ment. It appears that praziquantel can be added to the 
list of drugs which can be used to control bertiellosis. 
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During routine fecal examination of a newly 
received group of monkeys (Macaca fascicularis) 
from the Philippines, 1 animal was found to har¬ 
bor Bertiella studeri (Blanchard, 1891) Stiles and 
Hassall, 1902. The monkey was treated with pra¬ 
ziquantel to eliminate the infection. Praziquantel 
was used because it has become the drug of choice 
in treating cestode infections over the last several 
years (Harnett, 1988; King and Mahmoud, 1989). 
It is highly efficacious against both adult and 
larval tapeworms and is extremely well tolerated 
(Andrews et al., 1983). To our knowledge, how¬ 
ever, the drug has never been tried against B. 
studeri. 

Praziquantel (Droncit canine tablets) was ad¬ 
ministered to the infected monkey in a single oral 
dose at 5 mg/kg of body weight. Feces were mon¬ 
itored for the next 48 hr following treatment, 
during which time 2 strobilae were observed to 
have been passed. Scolices were not found in the 
feces. No additional proglottids were observed 
in the feces at any later time after treatment. 
About 1 mo following treatment, the monkey 
was found to have tuberculosis and was sacrificed 
by an overdose of sodium pentobarbital to pro¬ 
tect the colony and caretakers. At necropsy, no 
B. studeri were found. Thus, it appears that pra¬ 
ziquantel was effective in eliminating B. studeri 
from the monkey. No adverse effects of treat¬ 
ment with praziquantel were observed. 

A number of drugs have been reported to be 
effective in treating bertiellosis in animals and 
humans (Dissanaike et al., 1977; Schutze, 1977; 


Duwel et al., 1981; Graber and Gevrey, 1981; 

Jueco, 1982; Imamkuliev et al., 1983; Bandyo- 

padhyay and Manna, 1987). It appears that pra¬ 
ziquantel can be added to the list of drugs which 

can be used to control bertiellosis. 
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